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450 USC students will work Masters
Augusta National hires
Gamecocks to run annual
weeklong golf tournament
Sarah Ellis

SELLIS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A t o n e o f t h e w o r l d ’s m o s t
recognizable sporting events, and one
of the Southeast’s largest recreational
events, several hundred USC students
will be getting an elite professional
opportunity in the next week.
More than 450 students , mainly
f rom t he College of Hospitalit y,
Retail and Sport Management , will
be work i ng at t he 2013 M asters
Tou r nament in Aug usta, G a. , as
employees of Augusta National Golf
Club.
The Masters is the first of the four
major professional golf tournaments
each year and t he only one to be

played at the same location every year.
The historic Augusta National course
is home to the annual tournament,
which this year features 93 golfers
from around the world.
For the ninth consecutive year,
students studying management in the
areas of hospitality, retail and sport
a nd enter t a i n ment ma nagement,
as well as others in areas including
communications and business, will
be working 10- to 12-hour days at the
weeklong tournament.
Their jobs will cover a wide range
of background details necessary to
run the tournament, which draws
thousands in attendance each year.
From preparing and serving food to
selling merchandise to supervising
other employees and troubleshooting
any operational problems that arise,
the students will be gaining practical
professional experience in a largeMASTERS ● 2

Courtesy of Ryal Curtis

Augusta National Golf Club has hired more than 450 students from USC whose duties
include supervising concessions and running merchandising operations at the Masters.

Greek museum
curator discusses
building logistics
Classics Program hosts
Acropolis’ Pandermalis
Conor Hughes

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Photos by Nick Nalbone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Team performances featured numbers from “The Lion King,” “Legally Blonde,” “Mary Poppins” and other popular musicals.

Greek Sing event channels Broadway
Teams lip sync, dance in
musical-themed competition
Sarah Martin

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“ H a k u n a M a t a t a” — w h a t a
wonderful phrase.
“The Lion K ing” roared to life
Thursday night during the Greek
Sing competition, as multiple teams
chose the animated Disney musical
as their theme. One of a number of
Greek Week activities, the event was
a lip-sync and dance contest between

randomly paired teams of fraternities
and sororities on campus.
The judges, including St udent
B o d y P r e s ide nt C h a s e M i z z e l l
and wide receiver Damiere Byrd ,
evaluated the teams on creativity of
theme, quality of costumes and props,
sy nchronization, overall dancing
ability and overall performance.
U lt i m a t e l y, Te a m 7 s e c u r e d
t he v ic tor y, w it h d a ncer s f rom
Phi Mu, Pi Kappa Phi and Kappa
A lpha Psi . Finishing a medley of
musical numbers, including songs
from “Legally Blonde,” “Footloose,”

“Grease” and “Mary Poppins,” Team
7 threw pink glitter and a stuffed lion
into the crowd.
“I’m really excited that we won,”
said Kelsey Vess , a first-year early
childhood educat ion st udent and
dancer for Phi Mu. “We worked so
incredibly hard, and it has defi nitely
paid off for Phi Mu and our entire
team. It was so much fun uniting
wit h ot her f raternit ies as a team
and having the chance to work with
them.”
Each team, put together for Greek
SING ● 2

Banquet raises $12,000
A benefit banquet for injured USC law student Alan
Martinez drew 200 attendees and raised about $12,000 to
go toward his recovery expenses.
A group of law students, including Martinez’s brother
Mike Martinez, organized the All in For Alan banquet,
held at 701 Whaley Thursday night. The event featured
a silent auction, live musical entertainment and food and
drinks from Breaker’s Bar and Grill.
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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An archaeologist and scholar with
very close ties to one of the world’s
most popular archaeological sites
discussed the logistics behind building
a home f it for priceless Classical
artifacts Thursday.
The Department of Languages,
Literatures and Cultures’ Classics
Program hosted faculty, students and
community members in the Capstone
Ca mpu s Room for a lec t u re by
Dimitrios Pandermalis, president and
curator of the Acropolis Museum in
Athens, Greece.
Pandermalis has been the president
of the museum, which sits in the
shadow of the Parthenon , since its
opening in 2009. He is also a professor
of a rchaeolog y at t he A r istot le
University of Thessaloniki and served
two terms in the Greek Parliament.
Pa nder m a l is sp oke ab out t he
logistics behind creating the museum
and about the huge collection of
Greek artifacts contained within it.
According to Pandermalis, the historic
nature of the building site posed
unique obstacles to the construction
of the museum.
“First, we had to fi nd the location
for the museum, but everywhere they
excavated for the foundation, they
found antiquities, so they had to move
and move and move,” he said.
The building’s designers found
a c reat ive solut ion, t hough, by
incorporat ing an archaeolog ical
site into the very foundation of the
building. The structure of the museum
was raised on stilts, and sections of the
bottom-level floor were removed from
the designs in order to allow visitors to
look down into the site.
Pandermalis also explained the
laser-based clea n i ng tech n iques
that the museum used to clean dirt
and pollution off artifacts without
comprom isi ng or da mag i ng t he
artifacts themselves.
Pandermalis was honored with the
USC President’s Award in recognition
of his scholarship and of the Acropolis
Museum’s contribution to the world.
Pandermalis said he chose to speak
at USC because the university was
very persistent in its invitation to him.
“They also made it clear that they
were trying to build on the Classics
program, which I think is a good
thing,” Pandermalis said.

— Compiled by Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor
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USC Fashion Week

Online shopping

Baseball takes on UT

The university’s Fashion Board will host
a student designer
showcase and doggy
runway walk next
week.
See page 5

Columnist Andrew
Kovtun discusses
the need for changes
in e-commerce tax
laws to make it more
sustainable.
See page 4

The Gamecocks
look to get back on
the winning track after losing at Furman
Wednesday.

See page 8
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In Brief.
Gingrich will visit
SC later this month

Sex off ender charged
with indecent exposure

Conservative political personalit y and former
Republican presidential hopeful Newt Gingrich is
scheduled to return to South Carolina in April for the
fi rst time since winning the state’s 2012 presidential
primary election.
The former House speaker announced on his
Committee for America website that he and his wife
will visit the state “for a number of events” between
April 29 and May 1.
According to National Review, Gingrich “isn’t ruling
out a 2016 presidential run.”
“I would like to be somebody who plays a role in
developing a new generation of ideas,” Gingrich told
National Review.

A registered sex offender was arrested and
charged with indecent exposure Thursday in
connection to an incident near Dreher High
School last month.
Herbert John Smit h Jr. , 27, is accused of
exposing himself to four teenage girls on the
morning of March 6 at 3121 Millwood Ave. ,
according to a Columbia Police Department
release.
Smit h was prev iously conv icted of sex ual
assault in Florida in 1999, The State reported.
He is being held at Alvin S. Glenn Detention
Center.

Sunny Z Foods to bring
150 jobs to Saluda
A prepackaged meals company could bring
150 new jobs to Saluda County by the end of the
year.
Sunny Z Foods is investing $12 million to set
up a new production facility in the county’s old
Milliken textile plant , WLTX reported.
The hirings will be a boost for small-town
Saluda, which has a population of around 3,000
and an u nemploy ment rate of 7.5 percent ,
according to WLTX.
“It is obviously going to diversify our economy;
it will expand our tax base and of course provide
150 jobs,” Saluda County Council Chairman
Donald Hancock told WLTX.

— Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor
— Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor

— Sarah Ellis, Assistant News Editor
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Week by the Fraternity and Sorority Council,
was randomly made up of two to four Greek
organizations on campus , depending on their
size.
“A l l tea m s i ncluded a soc iet y f rom t he
Nat iona l Pa n hel len ic Con ference a nd a n
organization from the National Pan-Hellenic
Council, ensuring diversity within the pairings,”
said Paula Novacki, the Leadership Chair of the
Greek Programming Board.

scale, high-stress environment.
“It’s a very large opportunity,
and standards are exceedingly
high,” said Cathy Gustafson , an
associate professor in the college’s
School of Hotel, Restaurant and
Tourism Management. “They
have high-quality standards that
match any of your top-notch
operations in the field. It’s a great
opportunity for students to see
how high-volume can be done
well, and all in one week.”
Third-year hospitalit y
ma nagement st udent Lau ren
K am i nsk y w ill be work i ng
alongside the head of concessions.
Her job, she said, is to monitor
and respond to problems at any
of the course’s concession stands.
She has spent the past couple of
weekends in Augusta handling
administrative duties with her
overseer Don Pritchard to prepare
for next week’s tournament.
Kaminsk y said she has been
t a k i ng “ment a l notes” on
Pritchard’s management style to
prepare her for the next week and
for her professional future.
“People just want to do things

DG

for him, and no one wants to
disappoint him. He’s a really nice
guy, but he’s firm in everything
he does,” Kaminsky said. “And I
feel like that’s the biggest thing
I’ve been learning. You can’t learn
that in class, necessarily. You
can’t learn how to work well with
people and be a good manager. So
that’s kind of complemented all
the basic knowledge I’ve gotten
these past three years.”
O t her st udent s ag ree t hat
learning in the field is a major
benefit of the Masters experience.
Second-year hospitalit y
m a nagement st udent Nicole
Wright said she has been hired as
an assistant supervisor at one of
the course’s concession stands and
will oversee anywhere from 60 to
90 employees.
“You can only learn so much
in the classroom,” Wright said.
“The experience is really where
you learn the most and get the
most value.”
Wright said her position at the
Masters has already worked to
her advantage even before the
tournament begins, helping her
land a management internship at
a country club this summer.

Second-year sport and
e nt e r t a i n me nt m a n a g e me nt
student Kelly Ballance also said
she hopes to turn the Masters
experience into a resume booster
and plans to take the opportunity
to do some professional
networking.
“I’m definitely going to have
a stack of cards in my pocket.
You never know who’s going to
come through the door,” said
Ballance , who will be working
in merchandising at the course’s
main golf shop.
Gustafson said the reputation of
the Masters and Augusta National
is not only a boost to students’
resumes but to the reputation of
the college.
“I t h in k t he fact t hat t hey
come back here speaks volumes,”
Gustafson said. “We’re good at
what we do. A nd I don’t mean
that fl ippantly. I think we have a
unique niche (in the industry), and
we work hard at accomplishing
what we set out to do.”
The Masters tournament begins
with practice rounds Monday
and Tuesday and is scheduled to
conclude next Sunday.
DG
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Dare to taste the glory.
Text MOES DASH to 313131 to see photos, videos, & event details!

Or visit

WWW. STRICTLYRUNNING. COM

to sign up.
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Law school not
worth risk of
low returns

SYDNEY PATTERSON
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Bad job market, high
tuition discouraging

CHLOE GOULD
Mix Editor

Masters brings good
opportunities to USC
While golf may not be quite as exciting
as football, the opportunities the sport
brings to USC students more than makes
up for it. Beginning next week , the 2013
Masters Tournament will once again be
arriving in Augusta, Ga., and has brought
along with it hundreds of employment
opportunities for USC students.
As one of the four oldest and most
prestigious golf tournaments hosting
93 professional
players from
“HRSM is one a r o u n d t h e
of the top 10 for world, the event
is a big deal.
its discipline,
A n even bigger
de a l , howe ver,
and the fact
is t he fact t hat
that Augusta
the tournament
National has
ha s
h i red
more
t
ha
n 450
been recruiting
s t u d e nt s f r o m
from USC for
USC’s Col lege
of Hospit a l it y,
nine years is
Retail and Sport
affirmation of
Ma nagement,
that.”
t he Darla
Moore School
of Busi ness a nd ma ny ot her majors
and disciplines to work in this year’s
t ou r n a me nt t h r ou g hout t he we e k .
St udent s w i l l b e f i l l i n g nu merou s
roles from catering and bartending to
supervisory and management positions.
USC’s College of HRSM is one of the
top 10 for its discipline, and the fact that
Augusta National has been recruiting
consistently from USC for the past nine
years is defi nitely an affi rmation of that.
In the past, the Masters Tournament
has been a gateway for many students
t o ac q u i r e i nt er n s h ip s , work w it h
professiona ls a nd be ex posed to
networking opportunities, and we are
thrilled to see that this year has brought
that opportunit y to so many students
again. The tournament may only last
a week, but it’s a great chance for USC
students to gain professional experience
as well as represent our university.

Online shopping not sustainable
Tanked tax revenues
hurt shops, businesses
First they came for the mom-andpop stores, and I did not speak out
because I was a state park ranger who
still had his neighborhood Borders and
Circuit City. Then they came for the
big box retailers, and I did not speak
out: I could still go on eBay to buy and
sell all of my tchotchkes.
Then the state budget
deficit forced the park
service to eliminate my
job, and I had no money
to buy anything at all.
Other than modifying
t he or ig i nal words
Andrew
o f L u t he r a n p a s t o r
Kovtun
Martin Niemöller, the
Second-year
scenario above outlines
international
business student
an increasingly relevant
reality faced by many
state governments and retailers across
the country.
The g row ing presence and
popularit y of online retailers like
A mazon , O verstock and Zappos
have reduced the amount of sales tax
collected by state governments over the
past decade nationwide. This economic
phenomenon is rooted in a ruling by
the Supreme Court in 1992, which
declared that only retailers with a
physical presence, a so-called “nexus,”
in the state where a customer resides
could charge state sales tax on purchase
orders, unless Congress takes specific
action to combat this practice.
At first, it seemed this ruling created
a business opportunity: Fledgling
online retailers in the early ’90s would
be able to properly compete with strong
retail chains that were then in the
process of wreaking havoc on locally

owned independent shops. Today,
however, we have seen Borders, Circuit
City, Linens ‘n Things and many other
retailers shut down operations due to
a migration of customers seeking to
avoid sales tax by shopping online.
In fact, the National Conference of
State Legislatures claims $23 billion in
cumulative potential tax revenue was
lost due to online purchases.
T he r e m a i n i n g r e t a i le r s a r e
struggling, quickly reducing store
nu mber s a nd enter i ng of f shoot
busi nesses such as phone a nd
bookstore café sales simply to sustain
operations. Recently unemployed
cit izens (including many former
government workers) have less money
at their discretion and are purchasing
more household products on t he
Internet, escalating the issue further.
However, the future looks bright.
About two weeks ago , a bipartisan
majority group of 75 senators approved
the Marketplace Fairness Act , an
amendment to a proposed federal
budget plan that allows states to collect
sales taxes on sales made by online
retailers in other states.
We must pressure Congress to enact
this proposal by staging rallies, writing
letters and spreading awareness of the
issue to our friends and families so
an easy hole may be plugged in state
finances. Otherwise, we will soon find
out that the current trend in national
consumption is unsustainable. Forget
the occasional closed mom-and-pop
shop. Instead, try to imagine vast
commercial real estate wastelands
emerging in the place of today’s malls
and shopping strips. It sure is great
saving a few bucks on that dress you
found online, but the long-run effects
might not be worth it.

A s we get closer to May,
many upperclassmen are forced
to start thinking ahead to postundergrad life. A lucky few of
us will fi nd jobs in our fields,
and some will struggle to fi nd
any employment. Others will
move on to do some kind of
postgraduate
s t ud y, a nd l aw
school is a
p opu l a r c hoice
among that
crowd. But is
law school really
worth it?
Steven
The fact s are
Moore
p
r
e t t y c le a r.
Third-year
Today, on ly 55
political science
student
p e r c e nt of l aw
school graduates
are able to f i nd a job as a
lawyer within nine months of
graduation . This means that
if you are just an average law
student, you might not be able
to f i nd employ ment. That
number isn’t so low that you
shouldn’t consider law school,
but it is defi nitely low enough
for you to think twice.
Law school also costs an
enormous amount of money.
For a non re sident , USC ’s
School of Law costs a whopping
$43,000 per year, and many
other law schools have even
higher tuitions. Many lawyers
make enough to eventually pay
those costs back, but if you are
one of the 45 percent unable to
find high-caliber work, then
you will be in serious trouble.
Even Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas has stated
he didn’t pay back all of his
loans until his third term on
the court.
Plenty of students can afford
it t h rough scholarsh ips or
other means, and others can
take out loans and be luck y
enough to land jobs. But if
you’re like the rest of us, save
yourself the trouble and stay
away from law school.

Three Strikes law harmful, paves way for injustice
Antiquated system easy to abuse, fails
to consider nature of offenders, crimes
Last week I wrote an article about the strict laws
surrounding marijuana that have led to a major
rise in incarceration of A merica’s youth. The
issue began to weigh even more heavily on my
mind when I read the article “Cruel and Unusual
Punishment: The Shame of Three Strikes Laws”
in t he most recent edit ion of Rolling Stone
magazine.
The article discusses the need for a reform of
the Three Strikes law, hastily passed in California
to placate a shaken people following the 1993
kidnapping and murder of a young girl.
The gist of the law is as simple as it sounds:
After three crimes, the state must impose harsher
sentences on offenders. The sentences being
handed out are 10 to 25 years or even life in
prison, more often than not for menial crimes
like stealing socks or possessing trivial amounts

of drugs.
W hen Polly K laas was k illed in 1993, t he
culprit was a criminal released from jail, who
clearly hadn’t been reformed by the system.
Voters argued that if he hadn’t been released and
hadn’t been trusted by the system to
be changed, this girl would still be
alive.
While that may be true, the law
hadn’t yet developed specifications
for t he difference bet ween pett y
larceny and murder. Because of that
Emilie
incident , thousands sit in California
Dawson
penitentiaries today, waiting to fi nish
Second-year
t heir sentence or die, whichever
public relations
comes fi rst.
student
Most of t he t hose locked away
under t he Three Strikes law were
homeless people who had been found g uilt y
of small crimes three times . In one instance
the third crime was ser ving as a lookout for
an undercover cop on a drug bust . On another

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p ag e i s to s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
aut hor s a re e x p e c t ed to prov ide
logical arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Let ters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and
include the author’s name, year in

occasion, it was for stealing a piece of pizza .
The law has earned the title of “the world’s most
expensive and pointlessly repressive homeless care
program”, and yet it remains.
Lady Justice may be blind, but the prosecutors
and judges of California and the nation alike
shouldn’t be. They should be capable of seeing
more than just a list of boxes that, when checked
off, result in imprisonment. Currently one out of
every 142 American citizens is in jail. Even worse,
one out of every 32 are either in prison or under
court-ordered watch or parole. In what truly
great, free country is it just to put a man in prison
until he dies for stealing a pair of socks?
While some lawyers are working fervently to
free the convicts of the Three Strikes law, the
problem lies within the law itself. If this law is
overturned, more helpful legislation could be
written to transfer money spent on prisoner
care to programs that create jobs for the people
of California. Prisons should be more than just
storage containers for people.

school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the corrections in our next issue.
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‘Gears of War’
series sticks to
violent streak

USC Fashion
Week shows
city, student
collections

‘Judgment’ alienates
newcomers, plays on
old plot with new tricks

Board gives runway time to
new, local designers in annual
calendar of stylish events

Alex Buscemi

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

ou may not be able to go to New
York City for Fashion Week, but
Courtesy of Fashion Board at USC
that doesn’t mean you can’t get
On
Tuesday,
Fashion
Board
at
USC
will
host
the
Student
Designer Showcase
a dose of runway shows, free food and
at
701
Whaley.
Students
will
have
the
opportunity
to
show
their collections.
celebrity guests.
Fashion Board at USC , a student
organization comprising of about 150
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
members , is gearing up for its fifth
annual fashion week, which begins
Monday, April 8 — Kickoff Event W e d n e s d a y, A p r i l 10 —
Monday.
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Greene Street Symposium with Amy Flurry
The group has been planning the
7 p.m. at the C olumbia
The first event of Fashion Week
week’s events since last semester. Some
Museum of Art (1515 Main St.)
will set up a live DJ and free
highlights of the week include a doggy
Jimmy John’s subs in front of the
Writer and stylist Amy Flurry
fashion show featuring models from the
Russell House. There will also be will speak about moving from
Columbia Humane Society, a student
raffles and an opportunity to buy the South to New York City to
designer showcase and a finale show
Fashion Week merchandise and work as a freelance writer, editor
in which students will model clothing
tickets.
and stylist. Flurry has worked
from Fashion Week sponsors like
at InStyle, Lucky, Italian Vogue,
Bohemian, Brittons, LaRoque and Van
Refiner y 29 and many other
Monday, April 8 — Doggy
Jean.
publications. Three years ago,
Fashion Show
Fashion journalist and stylist Amy
she co -founded Paper- Cut5 p.m. on Davis Field
Flurry will speak for free on campus
Project, an art direction company
Wednesday, recounting her experiences
Man’s best friend will take a
that works with clients like Kate
at InStyle, Lucky, Italian Vogue and
walk down the runway at the
Spade and Cartier. Admission is
Refinery29.
week’s pup fashion show. All dog
free and the event is open to the
To learn more about Fashion Board
models are available for adoption,
public.
or USC Fashion Week, find the group
and Pupcakes Pet Boutique in
on facebook.com/fashionboardusc.
Five Points will host an on-site
Thursday, April 11 — Finale Show
bake sale with fresh-baked treats.
7 p.m. at 701 Whaley
Admission is free, but all
— Compiled by Kristyn Winch
donations will benefit the
This fashion show marries
Columbia Humane Societ y . Columbia’s boutique designers
Fashion Week merchandise and and the victor of the student
tickets will also be available for showcase on one runway.
purchase.
City fashion staples and
Fashion Week sponsors like
Tuesday, April 9 — Student Bohemian, Brittons of Columbia,
LaRoque, Van Jean, M Boutique
Designer Showcase
and Just the Thing will show their
7 p.m. at 701 Whaley
collections, as will the winner of
This evening on Whaley Street
the Student Designer Showcase.
sets up a small-scale runway for
A d m i s s i o n i s $ 7, a n d
student designers from USC.
tickets are available at bit.ly/
The designers will show pieces
fashionweektickets.
from their collections and a
panel of judges picks a winner
Friday, April 12 — Special Event
for the night. Vendor tables will
10 a.m. on Greene Street
be set up in the lounge with
refreshments. Tickets are $6
That’s the only info we have
and can be purchased at bit.ly/ — it’s going to be special!
fashionweektickets.
DG

Y

For those unfamiliar with the “Gears
of War” video game franchise, let me
catch you up to speed. Freakishly huge
monsters come out of the ground, and
it’s up to you, your unnecessarily large
weapons, your abnormally huge biceps
and your hilariously bad one-liners to
put those freaks back in the holes from
whence they emerged, thus saving the
planet from certain annihilation.
There’s a load of blood and intestines
and swearing and ripping baddies in
two with the chainsaw attached to your
machine gun.
It takes gore and masculinity to such
an extreme that it’s almost comedic.
T h i n k “St a rsh ip Troopers,” on ly
directed by Quentin Tarantino and
molded into video game form. That’s
not a bad thing, either. In fact, it’s exactly
what “Gears” fans have come to expect.
Si nce Epic G a mes released t he
original back in 2006 , the “Gears of
War” series has flourished over the past
half-decade by adhering to this strict
diet of ultraviolence, cranking out three
top-selling smash hits. In the wake of a
successful trilogy, Microsoft did what
anyone creating fictional entertainment
wo u ld d o: o r d e r t he i m m e d i at e
production of a prequel.
Enter “Gears of War: Judgment.” But
this latest installment in the “Gears”
u niverse was met w it h skept icism
when fans discovered Epic Games
would be turning over the reigns to
developer People Can Fly. Not to worry,
Gearheads, “Judgment” was built for its
hardcore fans — so much so that the
game is unlikely to attract new players.
“Judgment” takes place 14 years prior
to “Gears 1,” right after Emergence Day,
when the Locust horde first came up
from the ground to wreak havoc on
the planet Sera. Less rubble crowds the
streets, many buildings remain intact
and bodies of civilians with their eyes
yanked out litter the ground. But by and
large, the environment is still gritty and
cover-based, designed to support the
gritty and cover-based style of gameplay.
The campaign straps you into the
boots of Kilo Squad as its members

Courtesy of Fashion Board at USC
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Indie, big-budget flicks pack box office schedule this spring
Film festival premieres
make for promising
movie season

fabulous Kristin Scott Thomas stars
in this drama, which premiered at the
Toronto International Film Festival
last year.

Jonathan Winchell

“Kon Tiki” (April 19)
This Norwegian historical drama,
one of this year’s Oscar nominees for
Best Foreign Language Film, tells the
unbelievable true story of explorer
Thor Heyerdahl, who sailed 4,300 miles
across the Pacific Ocean on a raft made
of balsa wood in 1947. Think of “Kon
Tiki” as the Norwegian “Life of Pi.”

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Spring is in the air — that means you
should go inside a movie theater and see
these upcoming films.
“The Company You Keep” (April 5)
Robert Redford directs and stars in
this political thriller, which premiered
at last year’s Venice Film Festival. Based
on the novel by Neil Gordan, the movie
harkens back to political films of the
’60s and ’70s such as “All the President’s
Men” (1976), also starring Redford .
“The Company You Keep” features
an esteemed cast that includes Oscar
winners Susan Sarandon, Julie Christie
and Chris Cooper and Oscar nominees
A nna Kendrick , Terrence Howard ,
R ichard Jenk ins , Nick Nolte and
Stanley Tucci, as well as Shia LaBeouf
and Brendan Gleeson,
“Trance” (April 5)
Danny Boyle , the Oscar-winning
director of “Slumdog Millionaire”
(2008), teamed up with screenwriter
Joh n Hodge — whom he worked
w it h on “Shallow Grave” (1994),
“Trainspott ing” (1996) and “The
Beach” (2000) — for this bonzo thriller
involving hypnotism and the art world.
“Trance” stars James McAvoy, Rosario
Dawson and Vincent Cassel. Expect a
wild, frenetic puzzle that might need
repeated viewings.
“Upstream Color” (scheduled to
start screening at the Nickelodeon
Theatre April 22)
Shane Carruth made his first feature
fi lm “Primer” (2004) for only $7,000.

Courtesy of collider.com

“Upstream Color” (above) will start screening at the Nickelodeon Theatre April 22.
Nine years later, his second f ilm
arrived at the Sundance Film Festival
and has created lots of buzz. He serves
as director, writer, producer, actor,
cinematographer, editor and composer
for “Upstream Color.” Walk into the
fi lm knowing nothing about the plot.
Then walk out not knowing what you
just saw.
“The Angels’ Share” (April 12)
The 76-year-old English director
Ken Loach has been directing films
for more t ha n 45 yea rs , a nd h is
newest premiered at the Cannes Film
Festival last year. “The Angels’ Share”
is a comedy/drama about a young
Glaswegian father who narrowly avoids
a prison sentence and then goes to
a whiskey distillery with some local
townspeople . Loach specializes in
capturing everyday life and the working
class.
“Antiviral” (April 12)
Dav id Cronenberg , director of
“Videodrome” (1983) and “The Fly
(1986),” hasn’t spawned a new film,
but rather a new filmmaker. His son

Brandon Cronenberg has made his
directorial debut with this icky piece
of body horror, which premiered at last
year’s Cannes Film Festival. In the vein
(excuse the pun) of the director’s father,
“Antiviral” promises blood and gore
with an intellectual core.
“To the Wonder” (April 12)
Terrence Malick — those are the
only two words you need to know in
order to run out and see this movie.
“To the Wonder” is only the director’s
sixth film in 40 years. His most recent,
“The Tree of Life” (2011), received
almost universal praise. His newest, a
romantic drama starring Ben Affleck ,
Rachel McAdams , Olga Kurylenko
and Javier Bardem, premiered last year
at the Venice Film Festival to a much
more mixed response, but even a lesser
film by Malick is still a must-see.
“In the House” (April 19)
Fr a nçoi s Oz on , k now n for “ 8
Women” (2002) “Swimming Pool”
(2003), directs t his t wist y tale of
seduc t ion, ob se s sion a nd sex u a l
fa nt asies. Or are t hey real? The

“The Lords of Salem” (April 19)
Rob Zombie may have only directed
one good film in the past, “The Devil’s
Rejects” (2005), but it is one of the
best horror films of the past decade.
It’s truly a twisted, grisly film. His
latest directorial endeavor, “The Lords
of Salem,” premiered at the Toronto
International Film Festival and looks
to be his most ambitious fi lm yet, for
better or worse. The director’s wife,
Sheri Moon Zombie, stars as a radio
DJ who gets pulled into all sorts of
evil and debauchery. Rob Zombie has
said he was inf luenced by the films
of Stanley Kubrick , Ken Russell and
Roman Polanski when making the film.
“Mud” (April 26)
Matthew McConaughey has been in
more good films in the past two years
than he had in the previous decade.
Wit h works like “Bernie (2011),”
“Killer Joe” (2011) and “Magic Mike”
(2012), he has shown he is not just a
pretty boy for romantic comedy drivel.
He stars in “Mud” along with Reese
Witherspoon and Michael Shannon.
It is directed by Jeff Nichols, whose
previous film “Take Shelter” was one
of the best of 2011.
DG
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JUDGMENT ● Continued from 5
sit on trial for treason. The crew is
comprised of faces both old and new.
If you’ve played the first three you’ll
recognize Damon Baird, the sarcastic
one with goggles strapped to his head,
and Augustus Cole. “It’s the Cole train,
baby! Woo!”
Joining the clan are Garron Paduk, a
war-grizzled, scar-faced former POW,
and Sofia Hendrick, a fiery redhead who
manages to show off her curves despite
being covered in full body armor.
The plot unfolds through a series of
flashbacks as each character testifies
before the council, the player assuming
control of whomever is telling their
story. It’s an interesting concept, but the
constant change of perspective makes
the story feel disjointed, like you’re
playing a series of downloadable addon missions rather than one cohesive
adventure. For those familiar with the
“Gears” franchise, this prequel will be
a cool look into the undoing of Sera,
but those who have never played before
might be turned off by the lack of a
traditional, climactic plotline.
The character development also
leaves something to be desired. I wasn’t
expecting much personal growth from

Cole or Baird — there’s only so much
you can do with previously established
characters — but I was disappointed
Paduk and Hendrick remained static as
well. Furthermore, the characters lack
any compelling motives, like Marcus’
search for his father and Dom for his
wife in the originals. The only emotional
depth in “Judgment” comes from the
choosing whether to obey orders.
The most noticeable differences in the
game’s campaign come from the arcadeesque scoring and the new Declassified
Missions.
As you fight your way through a
level, a meter in the corner of the screen
fills up, rewarding you for things like
headshots, stylish executions and Gib
Kills (blowing your enemy into little
pieces). When you reach the end of a
chapter, the points are tallied and a star
rating is awarded.
T he Decla s sif ied M is sion s a re
activated by scanning red skulls located
throughout the campaign maps. They’re
blended into the flashback-style plotline,
which represent a character providing
further details from their recollection
of the events. Declassifieds throw an
extra dose of difficulty into the fray
and challenge players to do things like
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Courtesy of gearsofwar.xbox.com

“Gears of War: Judgment” is the fourth in a video game series filled with blood and gore.
complete a level in a set amount of
time or use only a certain weapon. My
favorite was the one that inflicts you with
radiation poisoning, skewing your vision
as though you’re hallucinating.
Both the arcade scoring and the
Declassified Missions invite you to keep
coming back to improve your score or
beat a challenge, adding to the game’s
replay value.
Multiplayer also went through some
changes. In addition to the classic
Deathmatch, there’s the new OverRun
and Survival Modes.
OverRun tasks a squad of playercontrolled humans with defending
points from a plague of player-controlled
Locust with unlimited “respawns .”
But what’s noticeably different about
OverRun is the class-based style of play.
The human team has an engineer with
the ability to repair fortifications and
deploy turrets; a soldier, who can deploy
ammunition boxes; and a scout, who can
snipe enemies and reveal their locations
and medics (now the only ones who can
revive downed teammates). OverRun is a
fun new distraction, but I found myself
returning to plain old Deathmatch after
a few games.

Survival Mode has replaced the Horde
Mode of the original “Gears” games,
which was a terrible mistake. Instead of
facing an endless flood of Locust soldiers
and repairing fortifications (think Nazi
zombies from “Call of Duty”), Survival
has you move to three different points
and throws 10 waves of Locust at you.
Once those are dead, the game is over.
I miss the feeling from Horde Mode of
having an unlimited number of enemies
coming for you, knowing you’re going to
go down eventually.
“Gears of War” fans need not worry,
People Can Fly took painstaking effort
in making sure “Judgment” felt exactly
like the previous installments. It’s still
got the same finely tuned, third-person
action we’ve come to love, and enough
Locust curb-stomping to warm our
twisted little hearts. However, with the
campaign only lasting 10 hours and
the exclusion of Horde Mode from
multiplayer, I recommend “Gears of
War: Judgment” as a rental only for
those who have played “Gears” before
and are itching to rev up their chainsaw
bayonets again.
Happy eviscerating!
DG
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HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

STUDENTS STOP HERE!
RENTMART
All Areas, Sizes & Prices!
Pets OK in Some!
SHANDON! 1br,1ba hse,
ch&a, appls $500 (500-9)
2br,1ba hse, ch&a, appls
$675 (675-4)
or 3br,2ba/hse, ch&a, appls
$950 (950-1)
ROSEWOOD! 2br, 1ba/Dupl,
F/yd, $550 (550-21)
2br,1ba/hse, ch&a, appls,
F/yd $700 (700-1)
or 3br/hse, 2ba/hse, ch&a,
appls, $950 (950-3)
CAYCE! 2-3br/hse ch&a,
appls, $600 Pet Ok! (600-1)
3br,2ba hse, ch&a, appls $750
(750-8)
Or 3br, 2.5ba/hse w/Pool,
2car/gar, F/yd $1350 (1350-1)
OTHERS TOO!
CALL RENTMART!
803-799-1333 or
www.rentmartonline.com

$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available. 800965-6520 XT253

EMPLOYMENT

PAC is seeking PT summer
staff for our day camps,
gymnastics (recreational and
competitive), cheer classes
and competitive allstars,
FT child care and
entertainment director.
Go to https://sites.google.
com/site/pacstaffsite/homepage/Employment
Email your application to
gm.pacsc@gmail.com

Tumbling Coach
Spirit Athletics is looking for
tumbling coaches for all levels.
Days/hours flexible.
Please email resume to
info@spiritac.net

STORE CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP INC
SEEKING PART TIME YOUNG
PERSON, MUST BE ABLE
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS,
WELL GROOMED, HONEST,
RELIABLE, ABLE TO PASS
CRIMINAL BACKGROUND
CHECK, APPLY IN PERSON
MON TO FRI. 9AM TO 2PM
SEE JON 1324 ASSEMBLY
ST, COLA 803-256-1888
Email peoples9@bellsouth.net

7

FOR SALE
Rummage Sale for Multiple
Sclerosis Walk
Sat 4/06 Household items,
plants, clothes, books,
movies, cars, electronics,
baked goods, furniture.
Benefiting the MS Walk in
Columbia and the EYC.
Located at St Michael and
All Angels’ Episcopal Church
at the corner of Trenholm and
6408 Bridgewood.
9 am to 3 pm.
walk.rummage@gmail.com

Email rrentmart@sc.rr.com

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
TODAY
PHIVE
9 p.m. doors /
11 p.m. show, $5
5 Points Pub,
2020 Devine St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Investigate a recurring
dream. Don’t overlook
responsibilities. It’s not
a good time to gamble.
A ssociates boost your
morale. Team projects go
well. You’re immensely
popular.

A secret gamble could
pay of f. Be w i l l i ng
to adapt . H ide away
winnings or pay bills.
A sk a n older person
to help manage your
resources, and use your
own good judgment.

Start by fixing something
at home. Rec ycle old
technology. Don’t discuss
finances or bet the rent.
Others believe in you.
Handle an easy task first.
Accept acknowledgment
from a person you admire.

Get toget her w it h
t he g a ng. M a ke s u re
the others k now their
assignments. Optimism
rules. It’s a very good time
for falling in love, despite
any awkward moments.
A lov ing commit ment
energizes you both.

You’re pushed to take
action. It’s appropriate
to make a commitment.
Buy it, if you come in
u nder budget. Don’t
believe everything you
read. Get somet hing
that travels well. Devise
a unique slogan.

A t imely phone call
works magic now. Don’t
quest ion aut hor it y to
avoid a painful lesson.
Protect you r sou rces.
You’re le a r n i ng f a st .
Somebody’s testing the
limits. Others remark on
your brilliance.

Taurus

Gemini

Virgo

Libra

Aquarius

Creativity still takes work
(and financial backing).
Turn down an expensive
invitation. Thank them
profusely. Invest in newer
t e c h nolog y at home.
Don’t bend the rules. Let
a partner do the talking.

Change your rout ine.
Work at home profits.
Ru n a rea l it y c hec k .
Make a big improvement.
Provide team motivation.
Accept a recreat ional
offer. Your family history
gets interesting.

Delegate when the job
gets irritating. Do the
fi ling instead. Invest in
home improvements.
Make time to chat with
your associates. Accept
e n c o u r a g e m e nt a nd
guidance.

Keep a low prof ile. A
loved one spurs you on
to leap over fences. You
gain insight. But don’t
take risks or travel just
yet. Pad your schedule
for the unexpected. Get
inspired by cool old stuff.

E c le c t ic ide a s work
better. You accomplish
more behind the scenes.
Follow up on a stroke
of genius. Everything
seems possible. You’re
admired for your
imagination.

Scorpio

TOMORROW

LIFE IN COLOR: REBIRTH
5 p.m., $27 – $65
Tin Roof,
1022 Senate St.

RUNAWAY RUNWAY:
A RECYCLED FASHION SHOW
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $10 – $50
Township Auditorium,
1703 Taylor St.

ROBOT PLANT,
ALONG THE SALUDA, DUBA
6 p.m., $5 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

THE UNAWARES, MODERN MAN, COMPANY
7 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

Capricorn

Keep a secret. You may
discover all is not as
expected. Follow your
heart. Put your ideas on
stage now. Do it all for
home and family. Don’t
a sk for more mone y
(yet). Savor bliss.

Cancer

TODAY

Pisces

@thegamecock

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

04/05/13

1 2 3 4

for 04/04/13

04/05/13

ACROSS
1 Treble symbol
5 Knock for a loop
9 Red Delicious,
e.g.
14 Fishing need
15 [Lightbulb!]
16 Bay Area county
17 Landed on a
perch
18 Conﬁdenceinspiring
20 Polite egotist’s
musical request?
(Beatles)
22 “Just __
naturally”
23 Dr.’s ﬁeld
24 Paranormal
28 Uppercase
letters, brieﬂy
30 Weep and wail
33 “__ turn is it?”
34 Paper towel unit
35 GI no-show
36 Adamant egotist’s
musical request?
(Doris Day)
39 Barely made,
with “out”
40 Wild and crazy
41 They may be
faith-based or
quantum
42 Boxing count
43 Quick on one’s
feet
44 “Kings are __
gods”:
Shakespeare’s
“Pericles”
45 Red, Yellow or
Black
46 “So-o-o-o good!”
47 Needy egotist’s
musical
request?
(Supremes)
55 Fettuccine
Alfredo topping,
e.g.
56 A mere step
away
57 “The Threepenny
Opera” composer
Kurt
58 Walked heavily
59 Sandwich seller
60 Box for Beeb
watchers
61 William and
Harry, to Charles
62 Black cat, to
some

DOWN
1 Show appreciation
at a show
2 Quiet time
3 New York canal
4 Greek salad
cheese
5 Run the show
6 Really good (at)
7 Fervor
8 Leisure
9 Gets a smile out
of
10 Peeled with a
knife
11 Puritanical
12 Bit of poetry
13 Subj. including
grammar
19 Sales rep’s
giveaway
21 Oregon’s capital
24 Little hooter
25 Fail in the clutch
26 Group of witches
27 Like many ﬂea
market items
28 Groanworthy, as
a joke
29 Friend in war
30 “Don’t __ the
small stuff!”
31 Punchiness
32 Make holy
34 Lion’s warning
35 Declare with

Solutions from 04/04/13

conﬁdence
37 Convenience for
Northeastern tollpaying
drivers
38 “Remember
the __!”
43 In good taste
44 Fixes securely (in)
45 T-shirt size
46 City nicknamed
“The Heart of
Georgia”
47 Canadian tribe
48 Eye, to Yvette
49 Packs away

dishes?
50 Dollar rival
51 Reverse, in
word
processing
52 Rain really
hard
53 Like 61-Across
54 “__ Brockovich”
55 100 lbs.
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USC prepares for important series
Holbrook says team will need to
have sense of ‘urgency’ against UT
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Coach Chad Holbrook said the Gamecocks are
anxious to take the field against Tennessee after falling
6-5 at Furman Wednesday night.
Although USC (23-7, 5-4 SEC) will face a team
that has lost four consecutive games, South Carolina
anticipates a challenge.
“I hate to put an emphasis and say we’re at a
crossroads, because I don’t think it’s to that point,”
Holbrook said. “But we need to play well. We need to
have a heightened sense of urgency this weekend.”
USC was riding a five-game winning streak prior to
Wednesday’s loss, including a weekend sweep of Texas
A&M at Carolina Stadium last weekend. Tennessee
(13-14, 3-6) enters the series after being swept by
Vanderbilt on the road and falling to Longwood in a
midweek contest.
“We think we’re a pretty good team, and we got
swept (by Arkansas),” Holbrook said. “That does
happen, especially in this league.”
Senior Nolan Belcher, who leads the nation with one
walk allowed on the season, will start tonight for the
Gamecocks. Belcher pitched 8.1 innings against the
Aggies in his last start, allowing two earned runs. That
performance gave him his fifth win of the season and
lowered his ERA to 1.57.
The Gamecocks will look for another long outing
from Belcher to save their bullpen for later in the
weekend.
“He’s been our consistent guy,” Holbrook said. “The
numbers are really, really, really good. He battles. He
throws strikes, obviously. It would be a big shot in the
arm if he could go seven or eight innings [tonight].”
Sophomore Evan Beal has been named the starter for
Saturday, but Sunday’s starter has not been announced.
Sophomore Jordan Montgomer y, who has been
sidelined with a stress reaction in his throwing arm,
will pitch if he feels healthy.
If he does not, Holbrook said the coaching staff
would decide between freshman Jack Wynkoop and

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior pitcher Nolan Belcher, who leads the nation with just one walk allowed on the season, will start the first
game of the series tonight against Tennessee. Holbrook says Belcher has been USC’s ‘consistent’ guy all season.
seniors Colby Holmes and Adam Westmoreland ,
depending on whether they are used in the Friday and
Saturday games.
Tennessee senior Zack Godley, who hails from
Bamberg, S.C., and formerly played for Spartanburg
Methodist, will pitch against the Gamecocks Sunday.
In eight appearances this season, including seven starts,
Godley has an ERA of 3.04. He leads the Volunteers
with 50.1 innings pitched.
Holbrook said he is less familiar with the Volunteers’
starters for the other two games, freshman Aaron
Quillen and junior Nick Williams.
“I know this: If you’re a pitcher and you pitch for
(Tennessee coach) Dave Serrano, you’ve been taught
well,” Holbrook said. “You’re going to throw strikes
and hold runners and be able to throw your off-speed
pitches for strikes.”

Despite Tennessee’s recent losing streak, the
Gamecocks are not overlooking their opponent as they
aim to bounce back from their nonconference loss.
“I think our kids know how important this weekend
is,” Holbrook said. “That doesn’t guarantee we’re going
to win.”
Injury note: Sophomore TJ Costen will not make
the trip to Tennessee after leaving Wednesday’s game
with a shoulder injury. Holbrook said the team was
encouraged by his strength tests Wednesday morning
and that, if able, he will swing a bat Monday or Tuesday.
He is hopeful this weekend’s games are the only ones
Costen will miss.
Sophomore Tanner English, who has been dealing
with shoulder discomfort throughout the season,
will start in center field tonight.
DG

Women’s tennis team looks
to extend winning streak
Attitude adjustment
attributed to success
Tanner Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Jeffrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Pole vaulter Jeffrey Linta cleared 4.75 meters at the Gamecock Outdoor Invitational
Wednesday, close to the freshman’s personal best set at North Myrtle Beach high School.

Linta, Selby capture first wins
Gamecocks prepare for
Florida Relays today
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Freshman pole vaulter
Jeffrey Linta fi nally turned
a corner when the South
Carolina track team hosted
t he G a mecock O utdoor
I nv it at ional Wed nesday
afternoon.
Linta ear ned h is f irst
col leg iate w i n w it h a
clearance of 4.75 meters ,
coming close to the personal
best he set while competing
for Nort h My rtle Beach
High School.
“Today he st a r ted on
that track where things are
starting to click,” assistant
coach Kevin Brown said after
the meet. “He was jumping
at his personal best, and he
almost made it twice. I was
pretty happy with that.”
Brown said Linta has made
strides in both the technical
and mental aspects of his
pole vaulting. Wednesday’s
meet was the first time his
coach saw h im pu l l t he
elements of his t raining
together in a meet.
“When you’re a freshman,
you have high expectations,
and then when you get out
there, you realize you’re
human and you still need
to put in the work to do

i t ,” B r o w n s a i d . “ H i s
expectations are high, and
that’s right in line with [our]
expectations for him.”
Linta was one of seven
Sout h Carolina at hletes
who won their events at the
invitational, which pitted the
Gamecocks against nearby
schools such as Benedict
College, Charleston
Southern University, The
Citadel and Francis Marion
University.
In the women’s pole vault,
sophomore Megan Wall
took first place , clearing
3.65 meters, while redshirt
freshman Ashley Cady took
second. The Gamecocks also
won both the men’s and the
women’s 400-meter hurdles,
men’s hammer throw, men’s
triple jump and women’s
discus.
For redshirt sophomore
Walker Selby, who took first
place in the hammer throw
and second in the discus ,
the win was the first of his
collegiate career.
Brown said the meet was
an opportunity for training
at a high level because “it’s
d if f ic u lt to i m it ate t he
adrenaline” of competition
in a practice.
But many of USC’s top
athletes did not participate in
preparation for the Florida
Relays, where the team will
compete today and Saturday
against some of t he top

teams in the country. Senior
Kierre Beckles and junior
Chris Royster w ill head
to Gainesville looking to
maintain their undefeated
seasons.
At t he Raleigh Relays
last weekend, where South
Carolina athletes won five
events on the second day of
competition , Beckles won
the 100 hurdles with a new
collegiate season best time
of 13.09 seconds . Royster,
whose season best time ranks
No. 27 in the nation, won
the 100 dash.
A f t e r t h i s we e k e nd’s
meet, only t wo meet s
rema i n before t he SEC
C h a m p i o n s h ip s i n t h e
middle of May.
Brow n said Beck les
and Royster do not have
particular goals for times
t h is weekend, but he is
confident that if they focus
on placing well, the times
will take care of themselves.
“We don’t go into any
compet it ion hav i ng t he
idea that we’re not going
to compete,” Brown said.
“We go in there to compete
to try to win. We’ve been
training hard, and to have
those kinds of times with
the training that we’re doing
says that when we get into
championship season, we
should see some significant
drops.”
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The USC women’s ten n is
team is look ing for its third
straight win today when the
Gamecocks host Mississippi
State at 5 p.m.
USC went u ndefeated on
the road last weekend in SEC
play against LSU and then–
No. 54 Arkansas. The No. 29
Gamecock s (11-8, 4 -5 SEC)
hope to keep t hei r s ucce s s
going against the Bulldogs (710, 1-8).
Mississippi State has notched
on ly one v ictor y in SEC
play but boast s t he No. 56
doubles tandem in Alexandra
Perper and Naomi Tran . The
Gamecock s’ No. 50 doubles
pair of senior Jaklin Alawi and
junior Dominika Kanakova will
take them on.
USC coach Kevin Epley says
he has been happy w it h t he
improvement in singles play
and that the doubles has come
together, but he still hopes for
more improvement in doubles.
After losing three consecutive
team matches in mid-March ,
the Gamecocks have won three
out of their past four to boost
their record in conference play.
Epley attributed the recent
success to the improvement in
the team’s attitude.
“O ver t he c ou r s e of t he
semester, t he goal has been
to improve, and I think we’ve
done that,” Epley said. “More
recently, I think they’ve come
together as a team. That family
component is starting to sink in.
They’re fighting for each other
and fighting as a team more
so than a group of individuals
fighting for themselves. I think
it’s been a major factor in their
willingness to put in a little
more effort and a little more
will.”
Epley also said the team may
not have been as consistent
earlier in the season because
players were becoming familiar
with each other.
“I think it was just getting

used to a bunch of new faces
and a new philosophy,” Epley
said. “But they’ve turned the
corner in a few areas. They
looked at the scores they had
against some of the best teams
in t he cou nt r y and realized
they could beat them.”
Epley added t hat t he
Gamecocks’ mindset has been
to come together and take care
of a few details in order to win
the types of matches they were
losing previously.
The head coach also noted the
improvement specific players
have made over the course of
the season. He mentioned the
rise in confidence of Kanakova
and junior Katerina Popova.
“[ K a na kova has] got ten a
bet ter foot ing of what she’s
t r y ing to do on t he cou r t,”
Epley said. “I think she was
play i ng a l it t le not to lose
before, and now she’s realizing
she’s act ually a really good
player. I think Katie Popova has
settled into her game. She had
a little rough spell where her
confidence was low, but she’s
hitting the ball a bit bigger now
and is believing in herself a
little more.”
Still, Epley wants to see all of
his players hit the ball “bigger”
a nd cont i nue to become
more aggressive. He also said
aggression is the key to victory
against the Bulldogs.
“We have to go out t here
w it h t he at t it ude we’ve had
the past few matches,” Epley
said. “We have to fight hard
for every point, we have to be
positive and we have to play our
game. We’re not going to play
scared — we’re going to go out
and attack.”
Epley believes his team is
in good shape if t he players
continue to put in the effort at
all times and in every match.
“O vera l l, I t h i n k it ’s t he
realizat ion t hat we can be a
very good team if we fi ght on
every single point,” Epley said.
“A nd I think that confidence
has taken over with a couple of
these wins. I think we’re in a
good position moving forward
into the rest of the season.”
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